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Sir, what is Saiva Siddh^anta?
It is almost Visishtadvaita. But it accepts Siva
alone as Supreme God. What is in a name?
Vishnu also has the name Siva among His thou-
sand names. They have also the three separate
entities - Gody souls and the universe. They have
separate existence. Siva, without parting from
His Consort, Sakti (Parvati) is present every-
where. In Saivaism, rude sects like Kalamukhas,
Bairavas and Paasupatas have disappeared.But
the rude practice of Kalamukhas wearing a string
of skulls or holding a skull in hand and dancing
exists in some parts of Bengal.

Sambandar, Appar, Manicka vachagar
and Sundarar who are called Saiva Acharyas
and Santhana Acharyas like Meikanda Thevar,
Arulnandi Sivam and Umapathi Sivam were
responsible for the development of Saiva
Siddhanta. They carried on a tirade against
Jainism and Buddhism in South India. Sivajnana
Botham was written by Meikanda Thevar and
Sivarprakasam by Umapati Sivam.
Nilakanta Sivachariar wrote a commentary on
Brahma Sutras in the llth century A.D.

God has Sat (existence) Chit (Know-
ledge and Aanandam (Bliss). He is Pati or
master and the souls are called Pasu who are
bound by Paasam or ignorance. Paasam is of
three kinds. They are Aanavam ur Egoism,
Karmam or past actions and Maya. Aanavam
gives the feeling of'I and mine' and is responsible
for actions. Karmas give pleasure or pain accord-
ing to good or bad deeds. The ego feeling and
Kanma (Karma) are due to everchangingMaya or